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Bulletin 656

                           

    30 March 2015
Dear Colleagues,
NOMS/PGA Agreement

You will be aware from Bulletin 655 that PGA officials have been in talks with NOMS about issues related to the 2015 pay settlement and the effect on our members in both closed and F&S grades. 

These talks resulted in a set of proposals that collectively form a NOMS/PGA agreement which was discussed at a special NEC meeting this morning. The NEC has endorsed the NOMS/PGA Agreement and therefore our President, Stephen O’Connell, will formally sign the attached agreement with the Chief Executive Officer of NOMS, Michael Spurr with effect from today. 

Key features of the agreement include:

· A second opportunity to opt in to F&S with effect from 31 March 2015 for those members who will then benefit from the recent pay award;
· A guarantee from NOMS on protecting RHA when opting into F&S. The PGA have highlighted this issue in recent months with NOMS as an inhibiter for our members opting-in;
· The principle underpinning this agreement is that there is something in it for everyone, this is significant in itself to establish between NOMS and the PGA. 

The NEC recognises the very difficult and demanding operational circumstances that so many of our members face daily at work and that everyone deserves to be rewarded. Specifically this agreement recognises the importance both the PGA and NOMS attach to motivating and rewarding experienced operational managers in closed grades, whilst also acknowledging the Fair and Sustainable reforms.
The agreement is also an endorsement of the positive engagement with NOMS by the PGA in recent months and will hopefully lead to further agreements on key issues of concern for our members. 

We know that most of our members are bitterly disappointed with the outcome of the PSPRB report and the Government’s public sector pay restraint policy given the operational context we have faced over the last 18 months. Our hope is that through positive engagement with NOMS the PGA can achieve the recognition and reward our members deserve within a very tough Government pay policy context and that this agreement is a positive first step towards this aim.
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