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Bulletin 678                               12 March 2016 
 

Dear Colleagues, 

 
Prison Service Pay Review Body 
 
We were delighted to learn that the Prison Service Pay Review Body (PSPRB) had recommended in its 
report, published earlier this week, an increase in our Required Hours Addition (RHA) from 15% to 17%.   As 
many of you will know, this has been a mandate to the NEC from recent Annual Conferences as it had been 
a source of frustration for the majority of our members for many years.   

In previous years, even though our evidence had been strong in attempting to demonstrate the continuing 
iniquity with regard to RHA payments, we were not successful in convincing the PSPRB of this fact.  This 
year we adopted a different approach. 

After entering into constructive dialogue with NOMS we managed to find common ground with regard to 
RHA and what it means to our members.  As a direct result we submitted joint evidence which has proved 
successful.  We would like to thank those members that have helped us develop our RHA evidence over the 
last few years and we are grateful to the membership for keeping it on our agenda through numerous 
conference mandates. 

We know the recommendations of the latest PSPRB report will not please everyone, but we do believe that 
in working constructively with NOMS now and in the future, we hope to find more common ground in 
future rounds of pay negotiations. 

Prison Reform 
 
The PGA continues to develop a viewpoint on prison ‘reform’ as more details are known.  Once the initial 
announcement was made, we stated that we ‘cautiously welcomed’ the proposals.  Without knowing the 
full details on reform we have not been in a position to develop this initial stance.  However, as more 
details emerge, we will of course amend our position accordingly. 

We believe it is extremely important to engage and listen to many current and former colleagues’ views on 
this wide-ranging and potentially career changing policy.  

Moving forward we intend to circulate to the membership what we believe are interesting thought 
provoking articles which we hope will contribute to the development of our position on this emerging 
policy.  We would be grateful, therefore, if you could take the time to read the article attached written by 
Phil Wheatley, former Director General of NOMS,  entitled ‘The Future for Prisons- Implications of David 
Cameron's Speech on Prison Policy’. 
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Please consider the points Phil makes.  If you would like to write a piece in response that would be good, 
and / or if you would like to write a piece on reform and share it with the membership, please submit it to 
James Bryant in the PGA Office (james.bryant01@hmps.gsi.gov.uk) who would be happy to send to the 
wider membership. 

Thank you. 

 

Andrea Albutt 
President  

John Attard 
National Officer 

Dave Hoskins 
National Officer 

Mark Icke 
National Officer 
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