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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Pentonville Escapes 

The escape of two prisoners from HMP Pentonville marks a new low in the prison service on top of 

what has been already a humiliating decline in standards.  This is an institutional failure in one of 

our most core functions – keeping prisoners in custody, something the prison service could boast 

about with justifiable pride.  The escape from a prison in the North West around two weeks ago 

might have been explained away as an unexpected fluke but this latest breach cannot. 

The pressure on governors prior to the cuts was extraordinary and the position they now find 

themselves in is truly intolerable.  It would not be unreasonable to expect the spotlight to fall on 

the Governor of the prison and their senior management team or the lowly member of staff under 

pressure to do more with less as the search for answers to this catastrophic event is sought.  The 

fact is, however, that the finger of blame has to point somewhere else.  It has to be directed 

towards the Government of the day and questions need to be asked about the advice they were 

getting and what was done with it. 

Millions of pounds have been stripped out of prisons, which has meant slashing staffing numbers, 

closing prisons, changing staffing structures and outsourcing.  This has resulted in staff simply not 

having enough time to do anything but the basics.  Managers have been removed and security 

checks have been reduced.  The old Victorian prisons are squalid and vermin infested and 

Governors do not have direct access to the funds to tackle it.  Prison cells have been vandalised 

and prisoners have access to drugs and mobile phones, some delivered by drones. The fact is that 

there appears to be a complete disconnect between the operational frontline and the policy 

makers and countless warnings that the system was creaking were not acted on.  Were these 

warnings wrong?  No.  We know this because NOMS has now acknowledged the staff shortages, 

which has been the main factor in this freefall.  

It is with profound sincerity that the following prediction is wrong but this feels very much like 

only the beginning of the things to come.  
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Note for editors:  

The Prison Governors Association was founded in October 1987 to represent the higher 
operational managers in the Prison Service in England and Wales. The PGA was placed on the 
register of Trade Unions on 6 November 1987 (No. 639T). On 28 July 1988 the Certification Officer 
under the Trade Union and Labour Relations Act 1974 issued the Prison Governors Association 
with a Certificate of Independence. The status of the Prison Governors Association is that of an 
independent registered Trade Union.  

For more information contact John Attard (07772 659945), National Officer, or via the PGA office 
(Tel: 0300 047 5781 or 0300 047 5780).  

 


