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Bulletin 815                                   19 October 2021 
 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Conference Review 
 
We hope that delegates and guests enjoyed conference this year as much as we enjoyed seeing 
you all. We feel that the guest speakers and the time provided to reflect and share experiences 
at the start of conference helped to ensure we had full and healthy debate of Conference 
resolutions.  This year more than ever we wanted to hear the voice of our members, our main 
objective was to host an event in which delegates engaged with us, and we feel this was 
achieved.  
 
We believe we speak on behalf of delegates who attended conference and extend thanks to the 
following guest speakers who presented or took part in this year’s event 
 
Dr Matthew Wilkinson                     Dr Muzammil Quraishi                   Eoin McLennan-Murray 
 
Dr Lauren Smith                                Dr Karen Harrison                            Dr Steve French 
 
Phil Copple                                         Alan Scott                                          Francis Stuart 
 
Charlie Taylor                                     Victoria Atkins, MP 
 
For those members who were not in attendance, we intend to circulate the presentations 
shared at this year’s conference.  To start off with attached to this bulletin is the presentation 
of the initial findings of the well-being research which friends from Lincoln University presented 
– If you wish to take part in enhancing the research being undertaken, Lincoln University will be 
pleased to hear from you before the end of this month.  Their contact details are contained 
within their presentation.  
 
Over the next few weeks, we intend to determine our strategy to deliver the work that 
conference has set us, and we will shortly be publishing the resolutions which were carried at 
conference.  The resolutions which were carried covered a broad range of topics, from 
increasing our membership, through to directing us to work with HMPPS to look at different 
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options to maximise the pay and reward packages for our members.  A theme throughout 
conference was wellbeing and trust.  It resonated through conference that our members do not 
shy away from hard or difficult work, but conference made its voice clear that much needs to 
be done to improve the wellbeing of our members.  HM Chief Inspector of Prisons, Charlie 
Taylor, clearly and eloquently demonstrated why trust is so important – these are messages we 
will be taking back to HMPPS.  
 
As with any conference, things sometimes don’t go to plan, and this year was no different to 
any other, special mention must be given to this year’s conference chair, Graham Mumby-Croft, 
who it can be safely said had a baptism by fire in his first stint.  In the history of the PGA it is 
being said that never before has a conference chair had to deal with so many ‘points of order’ 
‘Card Votes’ ‘Remissions’ ‘motions of urgency’ or other challenges from delegates – I’m sure 
that those delegates who were in attendance will agree that Graham added something special 
to conference, and more importantly managed to ensure all resolutions and business of 
conference was completed.  He even managed to keep Gerry in check on ‘standing orders’ 
which some would say is an achievement in itself!  Our thanks go to both Gerry and Graham for 
keeping us on course throughout conference.  
 
Normally we would not be reporting back on resolutions so soon, but through a motion of 
urgency we were asked by conference to share with the Prisons Minister, Rt Hon Victoria Atkins 
MP, conference’s significant disappointment in her not attending conference in person.  We 
held a short meeting with the Minister on the Thursday after conference, where this 
disappointment was shared with her. It would not be appropriate or indeed productive to 
report back the detail of this meeting, but it appeared clear to us that the Minister was equally 
as disappointed in not being able to address our conference as we were.  We got a sense that 
had things being different, and the changes in the Ministerial team had not just taken place 
then she would have attended, the Minister has committed to having regular quarterly meeting 
with us and welcomes feedback from us outside of these meeting.  This is something we have 
not had offered by previous Ministers and we hope this signals the start of a mutually beneficial 
and professional relationship.   We trust that this addresses the conference resolution, and we 
are genuinely looking forward to working constructively with our new ministerial team 
 
In finishing off this short conference update, it would be remiss not to mention our conference 
charity, Motor Neurone Disease Association (MNDA).  Like most years, the NEC normally adopts 
a charity which has significance to the work we do, or is close to our membership, this year was 
no exception.   This year, through the charitable donations by delegates we are pleased to 
report that we raised just short of £4,500 for the MNDA.  Highlights of the charity auction 
included the £200 being paid for a slightly out of date ‘candy cane sweet, and £245 paid for a 
‘teapot’ with a rather dubious provenance – Special thanks goes to Steve Johnson of the NEC 
who was able to encourage such generosity from guests during the conference auction / raffle. 
We would also like to thank the Prison Service Charity Fund, who through their generosity we 
were able to raise such a significant amount for this worthy charity.  
 
We would like to finish off by again thanking all our delegates and guests who attended this 
year’s event.  You have given us a clear steer in what your priorities are for the coming year, 
and we will keep you informed as this work progresses. 
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PGA National Executive Committee Elections - Position of National Officer 

 

Further to Bulletin 814, the result of the election for position of National Officer is as follows: 
 
Result of ballot of members: 
 
NATIONAL OFFICER 
 
CARL DAVIES 160 ELECTED 
DAVID DYSON 72  
Spoilt ballot papers 1  
Total ballot papers received 233 23% 
Total ballot papers dispatched 1030  
 
Carl Davies is therefore re-elected to the position of National Officer for a period of three years 
until PGA Annual Conference 2024. 
 
We would like to thank both Dave and Carl’s nominations to the position and congratulate Carl 
on his re-election. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Albutt 
President 

Mitch Albutt 
National Officer 

Carl Davies 
National Officer 

 


