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PRISON GOVERNORS’ ASSOCIATION (PGA) PRESS RELEASE  31 October 2024

The latest statistics on safety in prisons in England and Wales

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

[bookmark: _Hlk181269286]The latest statistics on safety in prisons in England and Wales have been published today safety-in-custody-quarterly-update-to-june-2024 . The rate of self-harm was up 13% from the 12 months to June 2023 to a new peak, this includes a 20% increase in male establishments, the rate of assaults on staff was up 23% from the 12 months to June 2023 to a new peak and the rate of serious assaults on staff increased by 24% These levels of violence are indicative of the current crisis in our prisons and clearly show the scale of the crisis prior to the last election. Prisons must be safe places to live and work if they are to serve their primary purposes to punish offenders, protect the public and to be places of rehabilitation. We are failing in this respect and without focus and investment from Government will continue to do so. 

Yesterday’s budget announcement by the Chancellor of the Exchequer promises to improve confidence by beginning to repair the criminal justice system. Departmental expenditure limits have been increased by 5.6% across the whole Ministry of Justice 
1. Investing up to £2.3 billion in prison expansion across 2024‑25 and 2025‑26. 
1. It provides £220 million for prison and probation service maintenance in 2024‑25 and up to £300 million in 2025‑26. 
1. The settlement provides at least an additional £500 million investment across prisons and the probation system in 2025‑26 to recruit thousands of new prison and probation staff, and at least 1,000 new trainee probation officers by March 2025. 
1. The settlement funds 106,500 Crown Court sitting days in 2024‑25, bringing offenders to justice. MoJ will work closely with the senior judiciary to set court capacity in 2025‑26 to continue bringing access to justice for victims. The MoJ and Home Office settlements will invest up to £74 million in 2025‑26 to speed up processing of asylum appeals in immigration tribunals.

Whilst the budget announcement is welcome news, from what was undoubtedly a big budget announcement by Government, we do not believe that it will be enough to keep pace with the rising numbers of people being sent to our prisons, and we will soon be full to capacity again. The money required to build prisons to keep up with population growth is simply not there. 


The Independent Sentencing Review Independent Sentencing Review 2024 to 2025 - GOV.UK , chaired by former Lord Chancellor and Justice Secretary, David Gauke, will need to deliver real reductions in the demand for prison places if we are to ensure we are never again in a position where the country has more prisoners than space in our prisons, and the government is forced to rely on the emergency release of prisoners. The PGA are eager to support the Independent Sentencing Review to achieve this aim. However as short sentences account for only a small proportion of the prison population, the review will have to shorten the period served in custody for those convicted of more serious offences. Without this the prison system will require future expenditure far beyond that announced in the budget this week and probably more than the country can afford.


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
Note for editors: 
 
The Prison Governors Association was founded in October 1987 to represent the higher operational managers in the Prison Service in England and Wales.  The PGA was placed on the register of Trade Unions on 6 November 1987 (No. 639T).  On 28 July 1988 the Certification Officer under the Trade Union and Labour Relations Act 1974 issued the Prison Governors Association with a Certificate of Independence.  The status of the Prison Governors Association is that of an independent registered Trade Union. 
 
For more information contact the PGA at pga@justice.gov.uk  
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